EARL OF ABINGDON - 


Sa - 


TO HIS GRACE 


THE DUKE OF PORTLAND, 


CHANCELLOR, 


THE VICE-CHANCELLOR, 


AND 
THE HEADS OF COLLEGES AND HOUSES 
OF THE 


UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, 
Sc. &c. 


{ HAVING read a Bill entitled an 44 


| to enable his MajesTY more effeftually to provide 
for the Defence and Security of the Realm, during 
| the prefent War, and perceiving the Nation clad 
all in Armour (the Court, the Parliament, the 
City and the Country) ſufficient to deter any 
Foreign Power from undertaking ſo raſh an 
Enterprize as the menaced Invaſion of this 
Iſland, and being a thorough Exciisnman and 
complete ANTIGALLICAN in my Nature, I here 


A 2 make 


. 
make a Tender of my Services as a Volunteer 
to the Corps now eſtabliſhing at the Univer. 


$1ry of Oxroxpr, and for the following 
Reaſons : | 


Firſt, becauſe it was built by the Old Vene. 
rable Batrons: Next and in particular, as it 
keeps alive the RecolleQion of the glorious 
Patronage it received not only from the incom- 
parable Saxon King of England, the learned 
and virtuous Ar ra, but from King Edward 
the Second, and one Fox; and, more eſpe- 
cially, for the Protection and Conſervation of 
the Cuunca of Exciand, fo repleniſhed with 
all Piety and Learning, and fo rivetted that 
it's Eſtabliſhment can at no Time be betrayed 
to Perdition ; for the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it!” A Church, the beſt con- 
ſtituted and the moſt free from Errors of any 
Chriſtian Church this Day in the World. 
Under this Idea, I incorporate myſelf, not 
only with my Neighbours the Oxonzens, but 
with Biſhop Watfon, Churck Militant, to prevent 
a Repetition to our S:fter-Univerfity of what 
happened in the Reign of Richard the Second, 
in Nat Tyir's and Fack Straw's Rebellion; and l 
poſſeſs the ſulleſt Conviction that Defenſive 
War, at the preſent Inſtant, (without recapitu- 
lating the Offenfive Blunders on the Continent, 

| and 
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and 
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| and the e Doubts (which the Biſhop formerly 


| entertained) reſpeQing either the Juſtice or 
he Neceſſuy of commencing this War in which 


We are engaged, is now perfectly juſt and 
| righteous, the Boundaries and Limitations of 
each Nation being clearly and demonſtratively 
pointed out by the Decrees of God's Paovi- 


' DENCE, as much as the Sea (our Province) 
+ Hitherto ſhalt Thou go and no further,” I 


| have an additional Wiſh for this ConjunRion, 


which is not only the Preſervation of our 


| Eftabliſhed Religion for the Benefit of all 
Churches, becauſe take away the Religion of 


' a Country, down falls the Monarchy; take 


| 


conſidered as the beſt political Wiſdom, that 


way the Monarchy, down tumbles the Ariſto- 
cracy, and with it the Democracy, and, of 


Courſe, Anarchy and Confuſion muſt enſue; 
for it is a well received Axiom and a poſitive 
Inj unction exiſting, that no apparent Evil can 
de tolerated for ſordid Gain, or upon any 
pen Maxim of Worldly Policy, ſuch as an 
unlimited Toleration of all Religions to be 
granted to that Extent, as to wound, and 
&ſtroy the ſettled Religion of a Nation, or 
wen for the attaining ſame great pretended 
Cood, a great and apparent Evil is tolerated, 
md which ſanctifies, and ends in a pofitrve 
Permiffion of Evil: and it has been ever 
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no Neighbouring State ought to be diſturbed 
on Matters of Religion, nor that Religion 
evil ſpoken of, which is avowed and publicly 
profeſſed by the Prince or Statc, whereby it 
is univerſally implied, that an extenſive Tole. 
ration of different Opinions in Religion can 
be no Prejudice to the Peace of a Nation, ſo 
long as ſuch Rules are obſerved, but rather a 
grand Preſervative of public Quiet, whereas 
Perſecutions for Matters of Religion have ever 
been all the World over, the great Incentives 
to Sedition : but to revive the Exploits of 


Church-Chivalry exhibited in former Reigns, 


and to bring the now-pledged Eccleſiaſtics more 
into the Front of the Battle, ſhould the French 
land! to retrieve their loſt Reputation and 
Credit as Warnors, in whom my Anceſtors 
placed ſo thorough a Confidence as a Spiritual 
Corps, as recorded by the enlightened, patri- 
otic, political Stateſman and Hiſtorian, Biſhop 
Burnet, to the immortal Diſgrace of the then 


exiſting Spiritual Militants : This Prelate nir. 
rates as followeth: „ When the Prince of 
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Orange was at Exeter, in great Difficuliics, 


ſoon aſter his Landing, when both the Clergy | 


and Magiſtrates of Exeter were very fearful 
and very backward, when the Biſhop and the 


Dean ran away, and the Clergy ſtood off, 
Lord Abingdon came in, and joined our glo- 
rious 


E 


rious Deliverer.” The moſt conſpicuous cha- 
rater of the preſent Hour is the Biſhop of 
Landaff, eminent by his late “ Addreſs to the 
People of Great Britain,” and juſtifying the 
Panegyric of Gilbert Wakefield, B. A. who, 
though an Opponent of the Biſhop in ſome of 
his Principles, di ſpaſſionately and ſcholaſti- 
cally exclaims as follows: + The Author of 
this Addreſs is a Prelate of high and deſerved 
Reputation; a Prelate eminently diſtinguiſhed 
among his contemporary Academics, * for 
acquired Endowments and native Vigour of 
Underſtanding, nor leſs conſpicuous as a The- 
ologian and Philoſopher among his Country- 
men at large.” This Biſhop ſays I am not 
altogether inſenſible of the Danger I may have 
incurred (ſhould Matters come to Extremity ) 
by thus publicly addrefling my Countrymen. 
I might have concealed my Sentiments, and 
waited in Retirement, till the Struggle had 
been over, and the Iſſue known; but I diſdain 
Safety accompanied with Diſhonour. When 
Hannibal is at the Gatcs, who but a Poltroon 

would 
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would liſten to the timid Counſels of Neutra · 
lity, or attempt to ſcreen himſelf from the 
Calamity coming on his Country, by ſkulking 
as a Vagabond amid the Mountains of Wales 
or of Weſtmoreland? [I am ready, and I am 
perſuaded that I entertain a juſt Confidence in 
ſaying, that Hundreds of Thouſands of loyal 
and honeſt Men are as ready as I em, to hazard 
every Thing in Defence of the Country.” 


I am more particularly confident in the Zeal 
of the preſent Biſhop, and more perſuaded 
that he will ſtick to his Text, as, from the 
Name of Watſon, he may be (intelleftually moſt 
undoubtedly is in Point of Science) a Deſcen- 
dant of William Watſon, Dean of Barrzr, 
an experienced Perſon, long converſant in 
contemplating the Laws of Gop and Nature, 
the Rules of Reaſon, the Principles of Mora- 
lty, the Foundations of Property, the Diſtinctions 
of Right and Wrong, and whatever elſe is 
neceſſary for the Profeſſion and Practice of the 
Civil Law, and was accordingly admitted to 
the higheſt Degree therein, viz. L. L. D. and 
ſoon after declining the Warfare of Litigations 
at Courts and Judicial Clamours, He made his 
Election at laſt to wait at the Altar, and devote 
his future Life to Religion and the Service 
of Gov! | 7 8 
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Another remarkably eminent Charafter af 
a fighting. Hierarchial Clergyman, reveals itſclf 
in Mr. Gzoxce Bucxaxan, a Scotchman, 
who was an Honour to his Country, and the 
Glory of the Age in which he lived, and re- 
corded for Elevation and Juſtneſs of Thought, 
of Courage, and Integrity to conceal nothing 
that ought to be tranſmitted down to Poſterity 
Hiſtorically, and not Romantically, in Times, 
when Men did not kucifter out a War, but 
fought it out as contending mainly for Liberty 
and Glory, and ſome of his Writings being 
redeemed from Shipwreck, the following Anec- 
dote of the Biſhop of Durham occupies an 
oſtenſible Leaf of the renowned Hiſtorian's 
ProduQions. 


„When Henry Percy the General was taken 
Priſoner, and the Engliſh overthrown and 
routed by the Dugleſſians, the Biſhop of Dur- 
ham comes too late to yield Aſſiſtance; when 
a Council of War is called at Supper Time, 
the Reſult of which was, that, at Day-break, 
they ſhould, with Ten Thouſand Horſe and 
Foot, joined by a promiſcuous Multitude, and 
the Biſhop at their Head, march the neareſt 
Way, and give Battle to the Enemy, conceiv- 
ing that the Scots were ſo exhauſted with their 
former Fight, and lying over-ſccure, by Rea- 
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ſon of their late Victory, that they would fall 
an eaſy Prey to his Forces, But the ſccond. 
fighted Earl of Murray, the Subſtitute of 
Douglas, was advertized of the Prelaic's 
Proceedings by his Scouts, whereupon a Con- 
ſultation takes Place with the Chief Com- 
mander about the Priſoners. To kill them in 
cold Blood, aſter they had given them Quarter, 
ſeemed cruel, and to ſave alive a Number of 
Enemies, almoſt equal to their own in Num- 
bers, ſeemed dangerous. The Reſclve was, 
that every Man John of them ſhould ſwear, 
not to ſtir, whilſt the Battle was fought. Upon 
theſe Terms, they were left in the Camp, with 
a {mall Guard, who were commanded to fall 
upon them all, if any one did ſtir. This Matter 
thus ſettled, the Scots being full of Courage, 
and clated by Reaſon of their former Victory, 
marched out with their Army, and underſtood, 
that when the Word of Command was given, 
and that as ſoon as the Enemy drew near, 
every Soul ſhould blow his Horn, which he 
carricd bchind at his Back, which ſhould make 
ſuch a mighty Noiſe and Sound, as was terrible of 
zjelf, but being multiplied by the Repercus- 
fion and Echo of the neighbouring Hills, 
gave forth the Repreſentation of a greater 
Force than in Fact they were. The Engliſh 
had marched very faſt, and moreover were 
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to fight amongſt the dead Bodies of their own 
Men, being aſtomiſhed at that horribie Notic, 
and alſo at the Alacrity of their Combatants, 
who confronted them boldly, and in good 
Order, and having no ſk://ul Commander over 
ſo tumultuous a Body and alſo the Comman- 
der not placing implicit Fa:th on ſuch a raw 
Soldiery, they quickly turned their Colours 
and fled back with a little more Velocity and 
Precipitation than that with which the gallant 
Biſhop and his Aﬀociates came! 


It is therefore recommended to the Churck 
Militants to accuſtom their Ears a little to the 
Sound of Trumpet and the Noiſe of Horn, 
fearing ſuch a Second Influence on their 
Nerves might prove detrimental to the Cauſe 
in which they are now embarked. 


Having introduced ScleQtions, from well- 
approved Authors, Friends to our Religious 
Eſtabliſhment, ſo congenial with Solomon's grand 
Concluſion and wiſe Aphoriſms, ſuch as fear- 
ing Gov and the keeping his Commandments ; 
for this is the whole Man, his whole Buſineſs, 
and in which Excellencies all Men ſhould agrce 
and unite, and make that the firſt and great 
Duty, being the Love and Service of our 
$UPREME Lord, and the ſecond, like unto it, 

the 
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the Amor Patria, the Love and Service of our 
Country, Things that are included, and ought 
not to be ſeparated one from the other, and 
peculiarly involving Sefs of every Denomi- 
nation, ſo that he who ſerves his Country, muſt 
conſequently ſerve his Cop, and which ope- 
rated ſo inſtindtively on that mighty Stateſman 
Marſhal Richelien, who always requeſted that 
even the Soldiers, in the firſt Place, ſhould be 
animated with the Righteouſneſs of the Cauſe of 
Battle, that the Soul might look to its Salvation! 
This Conſideration, alſo, rendered General 
Mont and his Troops ſo animated and irrefis- 
tible, being the genuine Friends of Liberty and 
the intrinſic Rights of this glorious and match- 
leſs Con ſtitution; and not the yillainous Plunde- 
rers of Communities which muſt ever be 
diſtinguiſhed by Cauſe, the Effects always cor- 
reſponding with the Cauſe. Man being Teer 
ad59uzor, ſuch an Intelligent Reaſonable Crea- 
ture, that can fift, ard draw one Thing, from 
another, and from general Principles deduce 
diſcover what is right or wrong, juſt or unjuſt, 
is my Apology for not coaleſcing and anſwer- 
ing to the public call of the Lord Lieutenant 
of the County of Oxford, except upon the 
Antigaliican Syſtem of what they deem © the 
Defence of the Conſi:tutton and the Indepen- 

dence 
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dence of their Country :” Nor will I ever, 
upon the Ground on which the Promoters 
(ſpeaking efficiently) of the horrid Convulfions 
now operating on this miſerable Theatre 6f 
the Globe, fight the Battles of Blenleim, or 
enliſt under the Banners of the yellow Flag, 
but ſtick to my original principles, and to 
that Orthodox, True Blue which never ſtains! 
My heart and Principles are known and adopted 
by the Berkſhire Boys, and conveyed to the 
Cloſet of his Majeſty, through my Hands, 
pending the American War, and on that firm 
Baſis of the Conſtitution, as I have ever * 
fo will I die! 


I, therefore, hope that his Majeſty will not 
difregard the manly and generous Offers of the 
Church Militant, but will call them forth to re- 
deem their loſt Reputation, with the whole force 
of all their Canons, and as the Spirit now ſeems 
to move them, let them come forth mazeſtically, 
and prove themſelves to be no Quakers, but the 
genuine Sons of MOTHER CHURCH ! 


There are now reſident within the Walls of 
the Univerſity, and its Environs, many Doctors, 
to my certain Knowledge, able and expert 
Markſmen. The Youths in particular, both 
Clerical and Civil, are (in Spite of the Canon 
and 
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and Statute Law) well pradticed in the Art of 


Shooting, as I believe the neighbouring 
Manors (in Fact, having no Manors of their 
own) and eſpecially the numerous Manors of 
the Lord Lieutenant, on which Depredations 
have plentifully been committed, may eaſily 
verify. With ReſpeR to Elias Taunton, Eſq. 
Clerk of the General Mecting, He is a Sort 
of General from whoſe Corps I have ſound 
Motives for keeping my proper Diſtance, as 
I belicve, from my Soul, in Defiance of his 
great Praflice, that if an Invaſion takes Place, 
and an Action ſhould commence, he would 
hardly be able in the Capacity of a © Sharp 
Shooter or Rifle Man,” to diſtinguiſh an Exgliſi 
Dog from a French One. 


Indepcndent of theſe Reaſons, I offer my- 
ſelf in the Capacity of MASTER OF ARTS, 
and not of the Sciences, as an Help-Mate to 
my Neighbours, the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, 
Cum multis aliis qui nunc preſeribere longum eſt,” 
with theſe Words to be put in full Convocation, 

« Placetne Vobis, Doftores ! ? Placetne Vobis, Magiſtri! ? 
which in plain Engliſh, is, Am I accepted or not. 


ABINGDON. 


INVO- 
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INVOCATION. 


Gov grant that the Hurricanes which are 
tremendoully raging on our Affairs, from all 
Points of the Compaſs, may, through His In- 
finite Might and Power, be diſperſed, and 
give Way to Public Peace and Happineſs ! 
Gop grant! that we may not fall amidſt thoſe 
inſcrutable but wiſe Decrees of Providence, who 
pulls down one Kingdom or Government, and 
ſets up another, and who hurls the Powers of 
the Univerſc, on a ſudden, from the higheſt 
Pinnacle of Glory to the loweſt Abyſs of 
Ruin! 


Theſc awſul Cauſes are locked up in the 
Boſom of the Deity ; not but that Holy Writ 
has left the Occaſions of ſuch Changes upon 
Record: ſuch as the Weight of Sin, and Spil- 
ling of Human Blood, which introduce thoſe 
horrible Circumvolutions and fatal Pcriods in 
the Frame of the terreſtrial World that, dread- 
fully agitating themſelves, ſhift, by turns, in- 
to the ſeveral Forms of Covernment: into 
Ariſtocracy, Democracy and Monarchy ; as 
may be gathered from the Maſter of Roman 
Eloquence, Cicero, who ſays ** 1d:p/::m a Platone, 
Philsſophiaque didici, naturales efſe Conver ſiones Re- 

rumpublicarum, 
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